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Belgium’s Take Five on the ball in Africa

FISHING nets on a beach become
football goals, and full-time comes
when the incoming tide swamps the
sandy pitch — these are just two ex-
amples of how Africa plays its
favourite sport.

Belgian producer Take Five has cap
tured that spirit in the HD series
Football Made In Africa (30 x 90 sec-
onds), which shows how the sport is
played in 20 African countries.
Gregory Zalcman said the project was
born when fellow Take Five director
Pascal Colson came back from a hol-
iday in Africa with a film of kids
playing with a football made from a
condom. “Pascal said that Africa is full
of these stories of how people make
football out of nothing,” added Alon
Knoll of Take Five.

[n the run-up to South Africa’s World
Cup, Take Five wanted to show an
Africa that was “different to the West’s
cliched image of safaris and misery”,
Knoll said.

From a team of grandmothers to balls
made from recycled sandals, the films
project hope and energy. Senegalese
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singer Youssu NDour was so im-
pressed by the programme that he is
contributing a voice track.

Globosat snapped up the series for
Brazil at MIPCOM and it has also been
taken by Sky Mexico, CBC Canada,

Take Five's Gregory Zalcman (left) and Alon Knoll: “making football out of nothing"

Optima Spot Nigeria and RBTF Bel-
gium.

At MIPTV, where Take Five can be
found at the Wallonie Bruxelles Im-
ages stand, negotiations under way for

Japan, Korea and China.
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